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Latvia

by plane – 
from 83 cities all 
over the world

by train – 
from russia, 

Belorussia and 
Estonia

by ferry – 
from Germany 
and Sweden

by bus – 
from over 100 

European cities

Accessibility:

riga

1. GENErAL INFOrmATION

Coordinates: 56°56′51″N 24°6′23″E

Status of the city: Since 1201

Area: 304 km2

National currency: Euro (EUr)

Time zone: GmT+2

Official web site of Riga City 
municipality: www.riga.lv;  www.investinriga.com

riga is the capital city of the republic of Latvia; and it is 
located in the central part of Latvia on 
the south coast of the Gulf of riga, on 
both riversides of Daugava. The city 
is the geographic centre of the 
Baltic region countries
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Population of riga
Population (1 July 2014): 701 977

males: 313 143 (44,6 %)

Females: 388 834 (55,4 %)

Population density: 2 117 per km2

Under working age :1 98 215 (14,0 %)

Working age: 450 309 (64,1 %)

Post working age: 153 453 (21,9 %)

According to data on population, riga is the largest city in the 
Baltic States and the third largest (behind Saint Petersburg 
and Stockholm) in the region of the Baltic Sea.

The proportion of different nationalities in Riga2

1 The Office of Citizenship and Migration Affairs. Working age and gender structure in 
municipalities. Available at: http://www.pmlp.gov.lv 

2 The Office of Citizenship and Migration Affairs. Number of population in municipalities by 
nationalities. Available at: http://www.pmlp.gov.lv  
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Employment in riga by economic activity sectors (% of total) 3

Industrial 
manufacturing

Construction

Trade

Transport

Finance and 
commerce

Public 
administration

Health 
protection

Other

Education

2008 2013

17
12,7

12,2
6,9

22
19,7

13,9
15,4

12,1
17,4

6,7
6,6

6,6
10,4

4,4
5,2

4,8
4,9

3 The riga City Council Public report 2013.

The main planning documents of the city:
●  The Sustainable Development Strategy of riga 2030;
●  The riga Development Programme 2014 – 2020;
●  The riga Spatial Plan 2006 – 2018. 
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2. ECONOmICS 
Key Economic Indicators

GDP per capita4 By 58 % higher than average 
state GDP indicator

The main value-added sectors in the 
city’s economic structure

Trade sector (19.3 %)
Transport (11.9 %)
Professional, scientific 
and technical services, 
administrative and service 
sector (9.8 %)
Processing industry (9.7 %)

The amount of investments in riga in 
2013 (of total investments in the country)

46 %

Non-financial investments (in 
comparable prices of 2012; million euro)

2 192.4 

Accrued foreign direct investment in the 
share capital of the companies registered 
in Riga (in the first half of 2014)

5.43 billion euro

Economically active entities in 20125 64 859

The unemployment rate in 20136 5.6 %

Average monthly wage (euro) in public 
sector in the first half of 20147 919

Average monthly wage (euro) in private 
sector in the first half of 2014

818

4  The riga City Council Public report 2013.
5  The Central Statistical Bureau. Economically active statistical units. Available at: www.csb.gov.lv
6  The riga City Council Public report 2013.
7  The Central Statistical Bureau. Employees’ average monthly wage. Available at: www.csb.gov.lv
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Internationally the most competitive sectors of the city’s 
economy:

●  Transport and storage sector;
●  manufacturing of wood and cork products;
●  Production of food  and  beverages;
● Computer, electronic, electric and optical equipment 

production and information and communication tech-
nologies;

●  Construction sector;
●  mechanical engineering and metal working sector;
●  Tourism

Transport and Logistics
FrEEPOrT OF rIGA

Key facts and numbers:
●  15 km along both banks of the river Daugava;
●  Total area: 6 348 ha;
●  Open for sailing throughout the whole year;
●  Status of free economic zone;
●  Total length of piers – 18.2 km;
●  maximum depth at piers – 14.5 m;
●  Warehouse area – 370 979 m2;
●  Cargo storage area capacity – 1 926 362 m2;
●  Cargo handling capacity – 58.2 million tons/year;
●  Freezer facility capacity – 25 500 t;
●  Oil reservoir capacity – 665 063 m3;
●  The largest port in the Baltic States in 2013 by cargo 

turnover – 35.5 million tons;
●  Ship visits in 2013 – 3 850;
●  Up to 77 % of cargo turnover in the Freeport of riga 

consist of transit cargos sent to or received from the 
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Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS);
● 34 stevedoring companies and 27 shipping agents 

operate successfully in the Freeport of riga;
●  The main cargos are containers.8

The structure of transhipped cargo in January – August 2014

Chemicals
6,1 %

Containerized 
cargos
9,6 %

Petroleum 
products
25,2 %

Coal
36,9 %

Timber
7,5 %

Other
14,7 %

8 The Authority of Freeport of riga. Available at: www.rop.lv 
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Number of entering cruise ships and passengers in the 
Freeport of riga 

The number of ferry passengers 
in the Freeport of riga

2009 2010 2011 2012 20132004 2005 2006 2007 2008

50 828
53 891

45 043
53 651 80 589

158 700

152 315
158 700

196 483
206 438

271 831
280 974

319 272
327 622

416 000
360 211 444 769

370 261

118 897
388 768

Entering
Departing

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

61 431

48 824
40 811

65 461

50 176

69 413

58 564
63 527

83 091
66 968

107

84

60

90

76

88

64 69

92

65

Ships 
entering 
the port

Number of 
passengers
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rIGA INTErNATIONAL AIrPOrT

The most competitive airport in Europe in 2013 (according 
to the annual report of the Air Transport research Society).9

Amount of cargo (t), passengers and flights in the Riga 
International Airport

The average share of transit passengers – 9 %, the amount 
of transit/ transfer passengers – 36.8 %.

2009 2010 2011 2012 20132004 2005 2006 2007 2008

27 325

8 751

34 552

15 896

40 162

12 558

47 347

8 130

57 232

7 669

60 087

9 431

68 145

12 294

72 855

12 665

68 572

32 953

62 486

51 087

1 060 426

1 878 035

2 495 020

3 160 945

3 690 549
4 066 854

4 663 647
5 106 926

4 767 764
4 464 859

Cargo (t)FlightsPassengers

9 SJSC rIGA International Airport: www.riga-airport.com
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LATvIAN rAILWAy

railway connections with russia, Belarus and Estonia.

Freight turnover in railway transport (million  t/km)10

The volume of transported freight (thousand tons):11

Total incl. via ports

2009 53 679 45 117
2010 49 164 39 056
2011 59 385 47 738
2012 60 601 49 035
2013 55 831 45 240

2009 2010 2011 2012 20132004 2005 2006 2007 20082002 200320012000

13 310
14 179

15 020

17 955
18 618

19 779

16 831
18 313

19 581
18 725

17 179

19 532

21 867
21 410

10   The Central Statistical Bureau. Cargo transport by railroad. Available at: www.csb.gov.lv
11    SJSC “Latvijas dzelzceļš”: www.ldz.lv
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In 2013 the number of passenger in railway transportation 
reached 729 million passengers/km; that is four million 
passengers/km more than the previous year.12

road freight transport
road freight transport makes approximately 29 % of the total 
freight transport volume in the country and in 2013 more than 
80 % of road freight transport was particularly domestic road 
transportations.

road freight transport (thousand tons)13

Tourism
● Number of accommodation places: 115;
● Number of beds: 13 187;
● The occupancy of hotel beds: 64.1 %;
● In 2013 the majority of tourists came from russia, 

Lithuania, Sweden, Estonia, Germany and Norway.14

12 The ministry of Transport of the republic of Latvia. Passenger circulation of railway transport 
in the first quarter of 2014. Available at: www.sam.gov.lv

13 Central Statistical Bureau. Cargo transport by railroad. Available at: www.csb.gov.lv
14 The Central Statistics Bureau. Hotels and other accommodation places. 
 Available at: www.csb.gov.lv

2010 2011 2012 2013

7 600
9 149 9 564

10 12539 209
44 787 43 057

50 48446 809
53 936 52 621

60 609

International 
shipments

Domestic 
shipments



11Riga Facts & FiguRes 

Number of tourists accommodated in hotels and other ac-
commodation places in riga 2009 - 201315

The riga Tourism Development Bureau, more commonly 
known by its tourism brand name “Live Riga”, is the main 
promoter and developer of the tourism in riga. The Bureau 
works on promoting and marketing tourism possibilities of 
Riga abroad, bringing together almost 200 different com-
panies and creating image of riga as recognizable tourism 
destination. 

Foreign guests

Accommodated 
guests all together

2010 2011 2012 2013

779 852
676 945

943 671
823 698

971 728
845 681

1 112 990
971 303

15 The Central Statistics Bureau. Hotels and other accommodation places. 
 Available at: www.csb.gov.lv
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Education16

Universities and colleges 46

Number of students 77 000

Number of foreign students 5 %

3. TErrITOry
The environmental accessibility: 39 % natural landscapes,  
16 % of them are water bodies and 23 % are green areas. 
The total green area of the city – 85.09 km2. 

The planned usage of territory of riga17

residential area 
91,03 km2 (29,9 %)

Industrial area 
6,9 km2 (2,3 %)

Technical construction 
territories 

8,65 km2 (2,9 %)

roads (streets) 
 45,19 km2 (14,9 %)

Green area 
85,09 km2 (28,0 %)

Water bodies 
47,67 km2 
(15,7 %)

Port territory
 16,66 km2 (5,5 %)

Airfield territory 
2,86 km2 (0,9 %)

16 The overview of the educational institutions in 2012/2013 school year. The Education, 
Culture and Sports Department of the riga City Council. Available at: www.iksd.riga.lv    

17 The Spatial Plan of riga for 2006 – 2018 with amendments. Explanatory memorandum.
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Amatu street 4, riga, Lv-1050, Latvia
Telephone: +371 67012947
pad@riga.lv
www.rdpad.lv

          @rdpad 

         rDPilsetasattistibasdepartaments

Riga City CounCil City 
Development DepaRtment
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